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Dear Friends, 
  
This week, the budget-writing Joint Committee on 
Finance, which I co-chair, began our work on the 2015-
2017 budget proposed by Governor Walker.  After only 
two days, we've made real progress and improvements 
on the budget.  
  
On Friday, we added a provision to help veterans 
improve their skills in Wisconsin's technical 
colleges.  We also are getting some good news in one 
our most important portions of the 
budget.  Transportation is the backbone of our 
economy. We are happy to report the transportation 
fund is $72 million higher than estimated by Governor 
Walker's budget plan. With the many needs in the 
state, the improved forecast will help ease some of the 
challenges we are facing in investing in our 
infrastructure. 
  
As always, if you have any ideas on how to improve our 
great state, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov or at 608-266-5830.    
  

Sincerely,  

    
Alberta Darling   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sen.Darling@legis.wi.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzkS1TVkqiRQAAxf28RG_6LZsB2WU-hEntSyYWKNwl3Y4jU3u9BgfF7AeeYStM6gOyMVM-m1cTb2llUbYpvcoxY8RbBKErLvqX5DvC0drhccsqgdQa1jsYN47hxMKKL0XigEdRLDWLqNmVeG-8s6dPtO0MxVc2o3w25eqw3PrPH-I&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzoxCOTGxGb-WkkgvMjQ_st_0BnbgG1MrAbG-i6Ik-L2DK2FPcNprcvrq53ixu__gDqm-DQ94Fca4THVIEKgJWdldyADVyqt_NWLs-OfiCI2S3dTdTAOO3yjqbQBbk4d-gnUahNtoSzKOuC_M1kzwKoRV1C69EHu4JeN5HZtQ0rPa&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzo0zTfNjCz5f9wEaSc2vAMoXPVu3cHnrcT-PuWA4kA-DLuFXHx4oDWpE0nQKfZcavlJQrLhu3vCv8z0LSAU9wsShBl-0RGMI0l9LHhwWIxcPbgLh5E4kqVzsDRfW4mX1mw==&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
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JFC Begins Work on State Budget 
 

 
  
Now that public hearings are finished and executive 

sessions are underway, we have started to improve on 

the foundation the governor provided in his budget. 

  

As we examine each section of the budget, our goal is to 
deliver real reform, protect taxpayers, and provide a 
stable environment to grow jobs. We will continue to 
look for ways to make our state more affordable for 
middle-class taxpayers and make government more 
efficient. 
  
Additionally, there are 14 non-fiscal policy items 
included in the governor's proposal that we are 
removing from the state budget. These items are better 
suited to go through the regular legislative process. 
  
Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle held numerous 
hearings on the governor's budget and we look forward 
to using this public input throughout the budget 
process.  

Playground Project 
 

You may have heard about this amazing project to 
provide a safe and accessible playground at Valley View 
Elementary School in Menomonee Falls.   Organizers 
are trying to raise the $38,000 they need to make this 
goal a reality. You can find out more about the 
playground project 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzoxCOTGxGb-Woi1NKX6hhz--5uY_ypjpU_5D1glytgrPT1IUfdQoONUBs3L1EYo7z2OjqCCU_RYuWTDaW1cNOOWzWha-Zw5xNND8OmBKUJ5LncK34tSAX7aD12oRZGdt9qFN-Lgqbmx0RW06f5gEkWn5YzFx8raCJyiDS8J7spY6nXTMPtCyuTY=&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzoxCOTGxGb-Woi1NKX6hhz--5uY_ypjpU_5D1glytgrPT1IUfdQoONUBs3L1EYo7z2OjqCCU_RYuWTDaW1cNOOWzWha-Zw5xNND8OmBKUJ5LncK34tSAX7aD12oRZGdt9qFN-Lgqbmx0RW06f5gEkWn5YzFx8raCJyiDS8J7spY6nXTMPtCyuTY=&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWznbQpfep8gKi48Z_kNi0m3RlRdzyeRFf6L3d36uwr4E5gBNStcvOfKMInpjGuqbBRG0DWd3oHzEab-QtibC-z2-xfuxXLzv_CzMYVn-Hh9-OzrAWWEk0_rGbunKQP7e7kMuUMa3-TZ9G&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzgm5dWqg61kyEPedzfXOTeBwSMgX2ha2k2Ifk0mpwqCCPVUU9H0ZcS4V9wGtyNmSnH-ANU0Y4w2R42ysyrb7W8jI_LHDNZHOA5_KAxMmRjmNLF8H-MNq-peaNknzwjt7Qgeq8n7YWHxMs-AKvewOMB5ukLJndPse9JsOZKlC2zhJ46t2LzjkDVKXy-chO8FURLX54lrHZIBw&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzu9UlVZoxW_h4SNpa7g9oVDj9cOqctgvJrHLo6--l5OTSWYh0Be_W-cS2KrOSzKIkhLu9qRZn07pOXHkl7AhChzn56DvjuQyl3EmeLolzj_TZyEFBUIt-4bpodzH0Z2PNA==&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1107630230756&a=1120764150169&ea=Myranda.Tanck%40legis.wisconsin.gov
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1107630230756


here:  http://www.scrippsmedia.com/wtmj/shows/wtm
j-cares  

Motion Eases Veterans Return to School 
  

Making sure Wisconsin's veterans get the skills they 
need to transition from the military into the workforce is 
the goal of a budget motion I offered with State 
Representative John Nygren (R-Marinette). The motion 
will help fund and recreate successful services to help 
veterans navigate Wisconsin's technical colleges. Our 
goal is to make sure Wisconsin's veterans are able to 
better transition into the workforce or to four-year 
colleges. 
  
 Veterans face different challenges than most students 
do when they return to school.  We owe it to the brave 
men and women who protect our freedoms to make sure 
their education isn't just paid for, but that their 
experience is a success. 

  

Since Wisconsin's GI bill took effect in 2005, veteran 
enrollment in the Wisconsin technical college system 
increased nearly 500%. Between 4,000 and 5,000 
veterans enroll annually using state or federal GI bill 
benefits. Our motion will set aside $1,000,000 to fund 
grants at Wisconsin Technical College schools to 
develop and expand specialized instructional and 
support services for veterans by replicating what is 
working on other campuses. As Representative Nygren 
says the motion is an investment in Wisconsin's 
workforce.  

  

"Veterans are some of the most sought after employees," 
Nygren said, "This investment will help increase the 
number of qualified and skilled veterans for Wisconsin 
employers to hire." 

  

The budget motion was added to the 2015-2017 budget 
by a vote of 16-0. The entire budget will also be voted on 
by the both the full State Senate and full State Assembly 
before going to Governor Walker's desk for final 
approval. 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzl7KWRgUtfdIGWfAWiT5N2-wdiZ-poS-biOXvagA5WgG9wWU1n1F0zhONo7yVtVIB7kIgeCKFb1bC1cZfneN-auTQl0QNm-GXs9vVrvB6BAIB_-b607r5DV-btWDnckJs6Q4pUbrNeE5VRn8syebteXxo9sJLs7xCg==&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wKAQWhzYF5wZXXo9RkkfHJ0vWYzAr7B0muGeJ3YvAn3vRn91pxxWzl7KWRgUtfdIGWfAWiT5N2-wdiZ-poS-biOXvagA5WgG9wWU1n1F0zhONo7yVtVIB7kIgeCKFb1bC1cZfneN-auTQl0QNm-GXs9vVrvB6BAIB_-b607r5DV-btWDnckJs6Q4pUbrNeE5VRn8syebteXxo9sJLs7xCg==&c=Hh96W9dcOF4nF3Y4T2BvmCBU5OF88dfEyNgqH1uffvSvcC1JceCV8Q==&ch=SROG-s8Edi4E1RkEMOMY67NAsgxsb_pOsqqc3MjaZr4bYXLE2hSE8w==


Around the 8th... 

 

 
Two school groups from St. Marcus Lutheran School in 
Milwaukee visited our beautiful State Capitol this week. 

 
And kids from Stormonth Elementary School in Bayside 
also visited this week! 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 


